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Cri du Chat Support Group  

of Australia Inc. 
Inc. No. A0033602W  ABN 70 451 863 483 

info@criduchat.org.au 

 

 

17 February 2021 

 

Dear Members, 

 

Notice of Annual General Meeting and consider special resolution 

 

The Management Committee of the Cri du Chat Support Group of Australia Inc (Association) 

is excited to invite you to a general meeting of our members to take place: 

 

Date: 21 March 2021. 

Time: 2:00 PM Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney, 11.00 AM Perth, 1.00 PM Brisbane and  

1.30 PM Adelaide. 

Place: Conference Room, Direct Couriers, 101 South Centre Road, Melbourne Airport 3045. 

Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/3464867260 

Attendance: May be in person, via zoom or by proxy. 

RSVP: info@criduchat.org.au 

 

Information about the special resolution and the proposed constitution, the agenda for our 

meeting and the minutes of the last AGM 2019 is included in this notice. Financial and 

auditor reports and accounts will be available at the meeting in hardcopy and on zoom screen 

share.  

 

All members are welcome to attend the meeting and if you are not attending the meeting in 

person or online via Zoom, you can appoint another member as your proxy to vote on your 

behalf at the meeting. If you want to appoint a proxy you will need to complete and return the 

attached proxy form and must be received 24 hours before the meeting.  

 

Special resolution 

 

This is a very special general meeting of members to consider the evolution of our 

Association.  Our Association started in Victoria in 1996 (Victorian Law) and has since 

grown to bring families from across Australia and New Zealand with a family member with 

Cri du Chat together.   

 

Given our geographical spread, our need to ensure we have representation across Australia 

and New Zealand, the Management Committee has been on a 2-year journey to consider the 

most appropriate legal entity for our group and to consider our governance rules. The 

Management Committee has resolved to call this special general meeting and to recommend 

the Association members consider a special resolution to: 

 

• change our legal registration from an incorporated association registered under the 

Victorian Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 to a Company Limited by 

Guarantee under the national Corporations Act 2001 (Company); and 

• change our name to Cri du Chat Support Group Limited; and 
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• adopt a new constitution to take effect on the date of registration of the Company. 

 

The proposed wording for special resolution to be put to the members is set out on the 

Agenda to the meeting and the full draft constitution is available on our website at 

http://criduchat.org.au/ 

 

For the special resolution to be passed at this general meeting it must be approved by at least 

¾ or 75% of the members attending this special general meeting.   

 

Importantly, we are not intending to change our charitable purpose. We will continue to be 

not for profit. The objectives and purposes we have established in our current rules will be 

replicated in the new constitution for the Company. 

 

Appointment of the management committee 

 

At this meeting, all positions of the management committee will be declared vacant at the 

general meeting. Any full member may nominate themselves or be nominated (with their 

consent) by another member. Any person appointed to the management committee at this 

meeting will also need to consent to be a director if the special resolution is passed and the 

Association is registered as a company limited by guarantee.  

 

If you would like to discuss joining the committee and becoming a director, please contact 

me, Sue Green at info@criduchat.org.au and I can send you a nomination form to complete 

and return. 

 

Attendance and proxy 

 

All members are welcome to attend the meeting and if you are not attending in person you 

can attend via zoom or appoint another member as your proxy to vote on your behalf. If you 

want to appoint a proxy you will need to complete and return the proxy form and must be 

received 24 hours before the meeting 

 

If you are planning on attending, want to nominate a proxy or nominate for the Committee of 

Management would you please advise me by email info@criduchat.org.au  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me on 0419 347 913 or Zoe Irwin on 0403 931 303 if you 

have any questions or would like to know more information. 

 

 

Kind regards,  

 

 
Dr Sue Green  

p.p. President on behalf of the Secretary  

 

  

http://criduchat.org.au/
mailto:info@criduchat.org.au
mailto:info@criduchat.org.au


3 

 

 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT OUR PROPOSED NEW CONSTITION  

 

Why change? 

 

A Victorian Incorporated Association is to primarily operate in Victoria. It also has reporting 

obligations to both Consumer Affairs Victoria and the Australian Charities and Not for 

Profits Commission (ACNC).   

 

As a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee: 

• we will be able to operate throughout Australia, 

• have directors and members from Australia and New Zealand,  

• only report to the ACNC, and  

• will be regulated by the national Corporations Act which applies across Australia to 

all Australian companies.  

 

Why do we need to adopt a constitution and what will it say? 

 

Our Association is currently governed by the “Model Rules” under the Victorian Law.  If we 

change to a company limited by guarantee we must adopt new rules which comply with the 

Corporations Act. This is a constitution. 

 

The Management Committee has prepared a constitution for members to consider at this 

general meeting. Under the proposed constitution: 

 

• our name changes to Cri du Chat Support Group Limited, 

• our charitable purpose remains the same as our purpose under our current Rules, 

• each member is required to pay $1.00 to the company (the guarantee) towards the debts of 

the company before you stop being a member or for the costs of winding the company up 

• the company will be a not-for-profit and the funds of the company will be used in the 

furtherance of our charitable purpose. No profits / dividends will be paid to members (this 

does not include wages or the costs of services provided by a member employed or 

engaged by the company). 

 

Will I still be a member? 

 

The new constitution provides that all existing members of the Association will be member of 

the company on the transfer. We will be asking members in the future to confirm with us if 

they want to continue as a member once we transfer.  

 

Who can be a member?  

 

People can apply to be an ordinary member if they are over 18 and are either:  

 

• A parent, carer or relative of a person affected with Cri du Chat syndrome, or 

• A person affected with Cri du Chat syndrome. 

 

Any other person can apply to be an associate member if they support our charitable purpose, 

but they will not be able to vote at a general meeting.  
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Can members vote at general meetings? 

 

Yes, an ordinary member will have one vote at a general meeting of members. This is the 

same as our current Rules.  

 

An associate member cannot vote at a general meeting, but they can attend general meetings. 

 

Does it cost anything to be a member? 

 

The liability of members of a company limited by guarantee for the debts of the company is 

limited to the amount of the guarantee. We propose the guarantee amount is set at the 

nominal amount of one dollar ($1.00). 

 

How often do members meeting occur? 

 

Each financial year the company must hold an annual general meeting.  Further meetings 

may be called by the Board or a group of members under the requirements of the 

Corporations Act and the constitution.   

 

Will the new Company have a Management Committee? 

 

Following the change, the Management Committee will be called a Board of Directors. At 

this general meeting we will appoint a new committee. The members of the committee 

appointed at this meeting will need to agree and consent to be directors of the Company if the 

special resolution is passed. 

 

How many people will be on the Board? 

 

There must be at least 3 directors of the Company but no more than 12. The company must 

also have a company secretary. The company secretary can also be a director.  

 

Do Directors have to be members? 

 

No, we can appoint non-member directors called independent directors but at all times the 

majority of the Board must be directors who are also ordinary members.  

 

This will provide us with the opportunity to appoint non-member directors with special skills. 

 

How long is a director appointed for? 

 

The directors will usually be appointed at the annual general meeting. Directors must retire 

after three years but they can renominate. No director can hold office for more than 9 

continuous years.  After 9 years they must take a break before re-nominating. Directors can 

resign at anytime if they need to for personal or other reasons. 

 

A copy of the proposed new constitution be seen at http://criduchat.org.au/ or by emailing 

info@criduchat.org.au 
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Cri du Chat Support Group  

of Australia Inc. 
Inc. No. A0033602W  ABN 70 451 863 483 

info@criduchat.org.au 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

To be held on 21 March 2021 at the Conference Room, Direct Couriers, 101 South Centre 

Road, Melbourne Airport and by Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/3464867260 at 2:00 PM 

Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney, 11.00 AM Perth, 1.00 PM Brisbane and 1.30 PM Adelaide 
 

AGENDA 
 

1.   PRESENT:   
 

2. APOLOGIES:  
 

3. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS AGM MINUTES: 
 

4. PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
 

5. TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 

6. SPECIAL RESOLUTION: 
 

It is intended that the following SPECIAL RESOLUTION OF Cri du Chat Support 

Group of Australia Inc are considered at this meeting: 

 

1. Cri du Chat Support Group of Australia Inc an incorporated association under the 

Victorian Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 applies to become a company 

limited by guarantee under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), 

2. The name of the company limited by guarantee should be Cri du Chat Support Group 

Limited, 

3. That any reference to Cri du Chat Support Group of Australia Inc is a reference to Cri 

du Chat Support Group Limited, 

4. Immediately on registration as a company limited by Guarantee, the constitution 

attached to this resolution is adopted as the constitution for Cri du Chat Support 

Group Limited. 

7. APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS / DIRECTORS 

 

All positions of the management committee will be declared vacant at the general 

meeting. Any full member may nominate themselves or be nominated (with their consent) 

by another member.   Any person appointed to the management committee at this meeting 

will also need to consent to be a director if the special resolution is passed and the 

Association is registered as a company limited by guarantee.  

 

8. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR  

 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

mailto:info@criduchat.org.au
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10. DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

11. CLOSE OF MEETING: 

 
 

 

CRI DU CHAT SUPPORT GROUP 

OF AUSTRALIA INC. 
Inc. No. A0033602W ABN: 70 451 863 483 

info@criduchat.org.au 

  

 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE 23RD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held on  

Saturday 21st September 2019 at Point Wolstoncroft, Lake Macquarie at 4.30 pm. 

 
 

1. PRESENT: Sue Green, Belinda Harrison, Jason Duffy, Jodi Lister, Sasha Arnoux, 

Hannah Gutke, Zoe Irwin, Natalie Elder, Peter Albion, Majella Albion, Helen McGrath, 

Dan Heeps 

 

2. APOLOGIES: Roger Craig, Carol Neal 

 

3. CONFIRMATION OF THE PREVIOUS MINUTES:  

Confirmation of the Minutes held 8 October 2018 

Moved:  Jason Duffy             Seconded: Natalie Elder   

 

Carried 

 

4. PRESIDENTS REPORT:  

 

Jason Duffy and the team at the Cargo Club of Australia were thanked for their wonderful 

work in again running the Charity Golf Fund Raising day for our Association.  

 

Helen McGrath and the NSW team were all thanked for the hard work and magnificent 

fundraising and event organising to enable such a successful 4th Biennial Conference.  

 

Acknowledgement of Roger for his ongoing work and support with financial matters.  

 

Fundraising status still required for SA.  

 

New website developed by JB advertising on a pro bono basis nearly ready to go live. We are 

very grateful to Peter Albion who has volunteered to launch and provide ongoing 

maintenance. Members are encouraged to both update their family stories and to contribute to 

the site any interesting items to keep the website current.  

 

Moved:  Sasha Arnoux     Seconded:  Natalie  Elder    

 

Carried.  
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5. TREASURERS REPORT:  

Natalie Elder provided copies of the copies of the financial report.  

The financial report was accepted. 

 

Moved:  Jodi Lister     Seconded:  Belinda Harrison       

 

Carried 

 

6. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Election of Office Bearers and Committee members.   

There were ten nominations for the committee from Hannah Gutke, Zoe Irwin, Jason Duffy, 

Daniel Heeps, Sasha Arnoux, Belinda Harrison, Sue Green, Roger Craig, Natalie Elder  and 

Helen McGrath. The President proposed that all members nominated for election to the 

Committee be accepted. 

Moved:  Belinda Harrison    Seconded:  Jason Duffy 

 

Carried  

 

Office Bearers: President: Sue Green 

   Vice Pres: Natalie Elder 

   Treasurer: Roger Craig 

   Secretary: Jodi Lister 

 

Moved:  Hannah Gutke     Seconded: Helen McGrath 

 

Carried 

 

7. DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT MEETING: TBC 

 

8. CLOSE OF MEETING: The meeting closed at 4.55pm 
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